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David Barnden  has an academic background in Law and Environmental Science working previously 
as a volunteer legal researcher for the Environment Defenders Office in Australia, and as an 
environmental consultant. Currently David works for the Center for Human Rights and Environment 
(CEDHA) in Argentina, specialising in financial institution advocacy. 
 
 
Dr. Richard Bissell is a Member of the Compliance Review Panel of the Asian Development Bank.  
He is also Executive Director for Policy and Global Affairs of the U.S. National Academy of Sciences. 
Prior to his current positions, Dr. Bissell was the coordinator of the Interim Secretariat of the World 
Commission on Dams.  During the period 1994-1997, he was a Member of the Inspection Panel at the 
World Bank, where he reported to the Board of Executive Directors as a founding member of a 
permanent, independent panel to investigate complaints from intended beneficiaries in developing 
countries, regarding possible violations of Bank policies and procedures.  In prior appointments, he 
filled senior appointments at the  U.S. Agency for International Development, and has been a 
professor at American University, Georgetown University, and the University of Pennsylvania.   He 
was educated at Stanford University (BA), the Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy, Tufts University 
(MA and PhD), and Princeton University (Postdoctoral Fellowship). 
 
 
Tom Griffiths  is a social anthropologist with previous training in environmental management. He is 
currently Coordinator of the Forest Peoples Programme's IFI Programme that campaigns for greater 
accountability of IFIs to the public and affected communities. 
He has carried out detailed advocacy work on the World Bank's revisions of its Indigenous Peoples 
and Forests Policies. Recently, he has made critical inputs to  the IFC's Performance Standards. 
Other IFI advocacy work includes independent monitoring of IFI projects affecting indigenous and local 
communities in Latin America, Africa and South and SE Asia.  
In addition to campaigning on IFIs, he is active in local community-based studies of customary 
systems of land tenure in Latin America and related advocacy on indigenous peoples' land rights. 
 

Ian HARDEN, Secretary General, European Ombudsman, was born in Norwich, England, on 22 
March 1954. He studied law at Churchill College, Cambridge, obtaining a BA with first class honours in 
1975 and an LLB in 1976. After graduation, he joined the Law Faculty at the University of Sheffield, 
where he was a lecturer from 1976 to 1990, a Senior Lecturer from 1990 to 1993, a Reader from 1993 
to 1995, and Professor of Public Law from 1995 onwards. He joined the European Ombudsman's 
Office as a Principal Legal Adviser in 1996, becoming Head of Secretariat from 1997 to 1999, then 
Head of the Legal Department from 2000 onwards. He was appointed Secretary General of the 
Ombudsman's office on 1 August 2006. He is the author or co-author of numerous publications on EU 
law and public law, including The Contracting State (Buckingham: Open University Press, 1992); 
Flexible Integration: towards a more effective and democratic Europe (London CEPR, 1995) and 
European Economic and Monetary Union: the Institutional Framework (Kluwer Law International, 
1997). He is a Member of the Association française de droit constitutionnel and the "Study of 
Parliament Group" in the United Kingdom and honorary professor at the University of Sheffield. 
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Steve Herz  is an attorney and independent consultant based in Oakland, California. He advises civil 
society organizations on the environmental and social standards of international financial institutions, 
international environmental and human rights law, and sustainable development policy.  
 
 
David Hunter  is Assistant Professor of Law and Director of the Environmental Law Program at 
American University's Washington College of Law.  Prof. Hunter was  formerly Executive Director 
and Senior Attorney at the Center for International Environmental Law, an environmental consultant 
to the Czech and Slovak environmental ministries, an environmental associate at the Washington, 
D.C. law firm of Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom, and executive director of WaterWatch of 
Oregon.  He currently serves on the Boards of Directors of the Environmental Law Alliance 
Worldwide-US (chair), EarthRights International, the Project on Government Oversight (chair), the 
Bank Information Center, Protimus Educational Trust and Greenpeace USA, Inc.  He has been 
actively involved in the creation, use and monitoring of accountability mechanisms at the World 
Bank, Asian Development Bank, InterAmerican Development Bank, and the Overseas Private 
Investment Corporation, among others. He is a 1983 graduate of the University of Michigan and a 
1986 graduate of the Harvard Law School.   
 
 
 
Ludwig Krämer  studied Law and History in Kiel München and Paris. Judge at the Landgericht Kiel 
(1969 till 2004). Official of the Commission of the European Community (1972 till 2004). Since then 
retired from both functions. Ll.D University Hamburg. Honorary Professor at Bremen and Copenhagen 
University. Visiting Professor at Gent University and University College London. Lecturer at the 
College of Europe, Bruges (Belgium). Since 2006, co-founder and partner of Derecho y Medio 
Ambiente, environmental consutancy, Madrid/Spain. Publication of some 20 books and more than 170 
articles on Community environmental law.  
 
 
 
Alain Lipietz  Member of the European Parliament (The Greens/European Free Alliance) since 1999. 
Chairman of the delegation for relations with the countries of the Andean Community; member of the 
Conference of Delegation Chairmen, Committee of International Trade and the Committee on Legal 
Affairs. Alain Lipietz is a graduate of the École polytechnique de Paris (1966) and the National School 
of Civil Engineering (1971). He has a higher degree (DES) in economics (1972); a researcher at the 
Transport Research Institute (1971-1973) and the Economic Research Centre - mathematics applied 
to planning (1973-1999). Director of research, National Scientific Research Centre (1988). Chief 
Engineer, Highways Department (1990). Spokesman of the Greens (1997-1998). Member of Villejuif 
Municipal Council (1995-1997). Member of the Île-de-France Regional Council (1992-1994). 
 
 
 
Peter J. Maertens , Inspector general, European Investment bank (EIB). Responsible for the EIB 
Group: Evaluation, Internal Audit, Fraud Investigations, Internal Control Framework; Member of the 
FAO Audit Committee (since 2003). Nationality: Dutch and Canadian. 1988 – 1997 Head Agency 
Audit, International Board of Auditors for NATO. Responsible for directing the external audit of all 
NATO agencies and military commands located throughout Europe and North America. 
1985 - 1987  Office of the Auditor General of Canada, also 1977-1981.   
1981 - 1985  Asian Development Bank.  
1978 - 1980  Part time lecturer, University of Ottawa.  
1972 - 1977  Canadian Government - Bankruptcy. 
1969 - 1972  Ernst & Young, Chartered Accountants in Montreal. 
Degrees: CA Chartered Accountant  (Quebec, Canada), 1972, RE Registered EDP-Auditor (NOREA, 
Netherlands), 1994, MCA Master in Computer Auditing, Antwerp, 1993, MBA Master in Business 
Administration, Manitoba, 1977, BSc Bachelor of Science, Université de Montréal, 1969. 
 
 



  

Kunibert Raffer  is Associate Professor at the Department of Economics of the University of Vienna 
and Senior Associate of the New Economics Foundation (London). 1979-80 and 1983-84 he was a 
consultant to UNIDO. He participated in UNDP research projects, wrote papers for the Financing for 
Development Civil Society Hearings of the UN, the OPEC Fund for International Development, and the 
G24, including an expertise on the SDRM ("The Final Demise of Unfair Debtor Discrimination? - 
Comments on Ms Krueger's Speeches") to be distributed by the G-24 Liaison Office to the IMF's 
Executive Directors representing Developing Countries. Over two decades he co-operated with the 
late Sir Hans (H.W.) Singer with whom he co-authored two books. On Sir Hans’s invitation he was a 
Visiting Fellow at the IDS (Institute of Development Studies, Sussex) in 1989. He was an Honorary 
Research Fellow of the Department of Commerce, University of Birmingham, UK (1990-03), and 
visiting professor at the University of Klagenfurt and the University of Innsbruck. He serves on the 
boards of scientific journals, including the European Journal of Development Research and the Zagreb 
International Review of Economics & Business. His present work focuses on debts and trade, 
especially on reforming debtor-creditor relations. He proposed internationalising US municipal 
insolvency to resolve the sovereign debt-overhang in the 1980s, and has proposed introducing 
financial accountability to IFIs since the early 1990s. Homepage: 
http://homepage.univie.ac.at/Kunibert.Raffer  
 
 
 
Dr. Maartje van Putten , a Dutch citizen, is a former member of the World Bank Inspection Panel 
(1999-2004) and a former member of the European Parliament (1989-1999). In the ninetheen eightees 
she worked both as a journalist and and a community worker (effects of infrastructural developments) 
and studied and published on the phenomena globalization. She directed (1989) a TV Documentary 
on globalization of the world labor market: "The Future has begun". Recently she wrote " 'Policing the 
World', Accountability Mechanisms for Multilateral Financial Institutions and Private Financial 
Institutions.' At present she is the Managing Director of Global Accountability a consultancy on 
Accountability Mechanisms for the financial sector.  
 
 
Gabriele ZIMMER, a German nationality, is a Member of Parliament of the Confederal Group of the 
European United Left - Nordic Green Left. Member of the Committee on Employment and Social 
Affairs and the Delegation for relations with the People's Republic of China. Gabrielle Zimmer studied 
at Karl Marx University, Leipzig; graduated in translation and interpreting (1977). Worked in Suhl 
motor vehicle and rifle factory (1977-1985). Editor and SED Party Management Assistant at Suhl 
motor vehicle and rifle factory (1986-1989). Regional chair, PDS Thuringia (1990-1998); PDS Party 
Vice-Chair (1996-2000); PDS Party Chair (2000-2003). Member, Thuringia Regional Assembly (1990-
2004). Chairwoman, Thuringia Regional Assembly Equal Opportunities Committee (1990-1994). 
Chairwoman, Thuringia Regional Assembly PDS Group (1999-2000). Member, Hildburghausen 
District Council (since 2004). 
 


